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Welcome to Bibra Lake Primary School where children are
inspired, respected and achieving.

At Bibra Lake Primary School we look forward to educating
your child and seeing them grow, discover and prepare
themselves for the future.

Our appeal stems from a strong sense of community and a
commitment to our values through the acronym B I B R A – Be
Inspired, Be Respectful, Achieve.

We promote an environment where students can be provided
with a balanced education that addresses the academic, social,
physical and emotional development of each and every child.

I am passionate about learning and I am working with staff to
ignite and develop that passion in your child.

Steve Wiseman
PRINCIPAL

Introduction
It is with pleasure that I present the 2019
Annual School Report. Again the school
was characterised by change to staffing
with ‘first time’ teacher’s,education
assistants, gardener and cleaners.

Our school environment continues to have
notable changes including the remodelling
of the front office, carpeting of the

administration block, the outstanding painted mural in the
undercover area and the erection of the Kindergarten shed.

My sincere thanks go to all members of our school community
with special thanks to our very professional, and highly
committed staff.

Yours sincerely

Steve Wiseman
PRINCIPAL

Moral Purpose
Our purpose is to be become a school of excellence.

To empower all students to develop all the necessary skills,
knowledge, attitudes and values enabling them to achieve their
potential, positivity contributing to the community, the
environment and ultimately, society, as both a citizen and a
leader.

Bibra Lake Primary School at a Glance in
2019

Bibra Lake Primary School is a level 5 primary school
(Independent Public School) with a population of 348 students.

Students and staff enjoy clean and, in some parts of the school,
modern work environments.

The school has facilities which include a purpose-built music
room, a two-room science facility, library and a large
undercover area that can be closed during inclement weather.
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Classrooms are designed to promote collaborative practices,
with students in each teach block having access to iPads,
laptops and computers.

Enabling young people to participate in shaping a better shared
future for the world is at the heart of education at Bibra Lake
Primary School.

Bibra Lake Primary School in Focus
During 2019, staff continued to work on the priorities of the
Bibra Lake Primary School Business Plan.

a) Excellence in Teaching:

b) Leadership

c) Community and Parent Engagement

Governance

Bibra Lake Primary School Board

As chair of the School Board, myself and other Board members
diligently represent our parent body. The ongoing and positive
approach by our Principal and the teaching staff continually
improve the quality of education our children receive.

Our Administrative staff have an important role to maintain
the finances and budget of the school. Finances are worked
through with the Board and closely monitored.

Thank you to my fellow Board members for giving freely of
your time to ensure our Business Plan continues to keep us
on track; thank you for the professional and robust discussions
on new policies, student performance data, our School Review
and educational programs.

Simon Oeij
Bibra Lake Primary School Board Chairperson

• Early intervention and provision of school based
programs such as minilit and multilit for students at
risk

• The sharing of staff expertise in curriculum
implementation and pedagogy.

• Rigorous use of comprehensive data by teachers to
drive targeted teaching programs.

• A greater emphasis and implementation of whole
school approaches in spelling, writing, handwriting,
mathematics, typing, STEM and digital technology.

• Numeracy focus – problem solving

• Introduction of the “7 Steps for Writing” – Years 3 to
6

• Selected Year 6 students appointed to the Student
School Council. The students were divided into
various portfolio leadership roles. Eg. Energy,
sustainability

• Worked in partnership with Notre Dame and Curtin
Universities, supporting their student teachers’
workplace program.

• We completed a mural in the undercover area as a
joint project with the students of Bibra Lake Primary
School and the Year 12 students of Lakelands SHS.

• The School Board had several new members and a
new Board Chair.

• We had a successful and active P&C

• Extended opportunities for academically talented
students –
-Talented Young Writers Program
-Leeming Senior High School Science Challenge
-Australian Mathematics Test

• Kindergarten/Pre-Primary community events such as
‘end of year concert’

• Special activities including Book Fair, Harmony Day,
ANZAC Day, NAIDOC and STEM
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Bibra Lake Primary School P&C

It has been yet another hectic yet productive year for your
school’s P&C in 2019. My Sincere thanks to our committed
and dedicated P&C at Bibra Lake Primary School. Our parent
volunteers work diligently to fund raise for the school and run
services including the uniform shop.

We had a successful year of fundraising with events that
brought our community together. Some of the events included
are:

We are very thankful to maintain such a positive relationship
with our Principal, Steve Wiseman, and need to give a big shout
out to Kylie in the front office. The P&C thanks you both for your
support.

It was also great to welcome the previous school chaplain,
Natalie-Rose and our new chaplain, Sara Finlayson, whom the
P&C continues to support financially so she can run several
activities for our students including the increasingly popular
breakfast club.

Ed Hellsten
Bibra Lake Primary School P&C President

Self-Reflection from Learning Areas

English

2019 was an exciting and engaging year for the English
Curriculum at Bibra Lake Primary School. Literacy teaching
and learning has been supported through resources addressing
synthetic phonics and the introduction of additional decodable
readers in the junior primary end of the school. Teachers
continue to adopt evidence-based methodologies of teaching

literacy with the support of the Western Australian Curriculum.
To ensure a high level of quality instructional skills and
curriculum delivery in English, staff collaborate within their year
level groups to assess student data and reflect on where the
results fit in the implementation of the various English strategies
outlined in the Business Plan.

Assessment and Data Collection

In 2019 the staff at Bibra Lake Primary School worked
collaboratively to ensure that assessment schedules were
adhered to so to continually track students’ progress and guide
future learning programs in Literacy. Evaluating student
performance across the school is an ongoing activity and
priority. Teachers use a variety of tools such as Diana Rigg
testing, the South Australian Spelling test, PM Benchmarking,
NAPLAN results, On Entry Assessment and moderation tasks
to support their judgments. The introduction of the WARP test
has ensured staff can assess students’ achievements and
growth in reading while identifying those students that require
extra support. The school has continued with ‘online’ for school
wide assessment of reading comprehension. This cost effective
method of data collection mirrors the online NAPLAN testing
that children are required to do in the future. Teachers use
the data collected to modify and differentiate the curriculum
and cater to the needs of all students within the class.
Case-managed and students at educational risk are identified
as achieving below or above the expected standard and are
carefully monitored and catered for.

PLD Literacy Strategy

In 2019 we continued with the implementation of the PLD
Literacy Strategy (for phonemic awareness, alphabet sound
knowledge, spelling and dictation) across all year levels.

Decodable readers for the Junior Primary Years/
Novels for the Older Years

A proportion of the English budget was spent on the purchase
of decodable reading books for years K-2 (for use in class
and home readers). The purchase of these decodable readers
ensures that our reading program closely matches our
systematic and explicit approach to teaching phonics.
Decodable readers provide our students with the opportunity
to use their developing segmenting and blending skills to
experience independent reading success. Class novel sets
were also purchased for the middle and upper years. These
novels were chosen by staff to ensure maximum student
engagement and enjoyment. New home reading books were
also purchased for the Year 2 group.

Whole School Handwriting

In 2019 Bibra Lake Primary School staff developed a whole
school approach to teaching handwriting. Students have
regular opportunities to practise handwriting and receive
feedback on their progress. The overall aim is that all students
develop a personalised, fluent and legible handwriting style
that enables them to communicate effectively when writing for
different purposes.

• School Disco

• Colour Fun Run

• Crazy Hair day

• Easter Hat Parade

• Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls
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Seven Steps to Writing

In 2019 Bibra Lake Primary School purchased the Seven Steps
for Writing Program for use in Year 3-6. Seven Steps for Writing
is a writing program that empowers teachers to inspire their
students to rapidly improve their writing skills, and most
importantly, learn to love writing. Seven Steps creates engaging
classrooms where students learn to love writing by; engaging
reluctant writers to experience writing success, encouraging
students to embrace writing activities and to become
enthusiastic participants in writing, greatly improving student
engagement and explicitly teaching students the techniques
used by good writers.

Whole School Events

The whole school celebration of Literacy has once again been
well received by the Bibra Lake school community. The Book
Week Parade was an enjoyable day for students, teachers
and parents. During Book Week we were visited by children’s
author Lisa Vanderwielen who ran workshops with the students
about how to write and illustrate a story book. In 2019 we
ran a story writing competition for Years 3-6. Winners of the
competition enjoyed an excursion to hear author Andy Griffith
speak. Other whole school events included our involvement in
National Simultaneous Story time, the celebration of significant
milestones in home reading at assemblies and the introduction
of the Home Reading Journal to the book lists for Years 1-6 to
track and promote regular home reading.

2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

Mathematics

In 2019, teachers continued to utilise the Western Australian
Curriculum for planning, teaching and assessment in
Mathematics across the three strand areas of Number and
Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and Statistics and
Probability. In addition to the use of a common textbook for
Mathematics, computer and online programs such as K7 Maths
and Prodigy were used to enhance and consolidate concepts
as part of the overall learning program.

To further align student performance with our school plan
targets, the following key strategies were implemented or
continued in 2019.

Students from Year 1-6 completed PAT Maths online for the
first time in 2018. This ensured student scores could be tracked
according to normed data in 2019. One Minute Basic Facts
assessments were completed each term. Data was presented
to the School Board in Term 4.

Staff collaboratively assessed student data during phase of
learning team meetings. They discussed question level analysis,
student progress, areas of success and used this to ensure
student needs were met and gaps addressed.

The 2019 Australian Mathematics Competition was open to
students from Year 3 to Year 6. Out of 30 students who
participated there were 3 distinctions, 9 credits and 17 students
who were rated as proficient.

After discussion staff decided that a new textbook for Year
1 – Year 6 would be implemented in 2020. Staff agreed on
Oxford Maths as it provides a comprehensive and structured
support for differentiation in the classroom. Online resources
will be available for students in 2020.

2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

• Review and develop the structure of Literacy Blocks
(K-2 and 3-6) to ensure that all elements are
implemented consistently across the school.

• Monitor the impact of the Handwriting program on
the students at BLPS.

• Develop a Scope and Sequence for Writing to ensure
a whole school approach is undertaken.

• Implement and expand on explicit teaching programs
to boost Writing skills (Talk for Writing in Junior
Primary and 7 Steps to Writing Success in Upper
Primary).

• Continue to provide the Minilit and Macqlit programs
to students deemed ‘at risk’.

• Explore more opportunities to promote Literacy
(through additional whole school events).

• Provide parents and carers ongoing information and
support (via Newsletters, visiting professionals) to
support their child’s Literacy development at home.

• Professional development for all staff with Paul
Woodley to support whole school approaches in the
“Literacies of Mathematics” and “Problem Solving”.

• Shared language and vocabulary in Mathematics
using word walls in each classroom.

• Explicit teaching of Problem-Solving strategies and
multi-step problems.

• Extension programs for students in middle and upper
primary.

• Warm-Ups at the start of every lesson to activate
prior knowledge, practise learnt skills and increase
speed and accuracy of mathematical facts.

• Common Assessment tasks.

• Implement an agreed Numeracy lesson structure
across K-6.

• Refine the use of Paul Swan Numeracy strategies
and resources.

• Continue the use of Literacies in Mathematics using
Word Walls

• Change the textbook to allow differentiated teaching
within the classroom.

• Develop clear Business Plan targets for Numeracy
based on assessment data.

• Use data from formative assessment tasks to
support teaching and Learning in Mathematics.
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Science

Years 1-6 Science Lessons

The continued use of the Primary Connections program and a
variety of other resources ensured children engaged in learning
of the four areas of science understandings as outlined by the
Western Australian Science Curriculum: Biological, Chemical,
Physical, and Earth & Space sciences.

This year, the Science laboratory and adjoining classroom were
reorganised into one functional area that facilitates weekly
science lessons for each class of Years 1-6 children and Maker
Club. The room provides areas that allow for learning through
a range of activities whether independent or collaborative. It is
equipped with materials and resources that encourage children
to be creative and to design, experiment, build and invent.

The aquarium that was situated in Block 4 was relocated to the
Science Room and converted to freshwater. The aquarium is
now home to a number fish that the children enjoy watching
and learning about.

National Science Week

National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of
science and technology. The theme for this year was
Destination Moon: More Missions, More Science to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11, the first
spaceflight that landed humans on the moon. In August, our
school participated in the celebrations by hosting our second
STEM Day and participating in the CCEN Science Week
Challenge and Exhibition.

STEM Day was a great success with Kindergarten-Year 6
children having a fantastic time engaging in fun and informative
activities incorporating skills and knowledge in the areas of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
We were fortunately selected by the STAWA National Science
Week selection committee to receive a grant of $500, the
money was spent on two new Sphero robotic balls.

The Cockburn Central Education Network (CCEN) schools held
a challenge that invited students to choose a project related
to the theme and display their entry at the CCEN Science
Week Exhibition hosted by Lakeland Senior High School. One
of the projects included designing and creating a luna rover
from recycled materials. All children at Bibra Lake were given
details about the challenge and we had 15 entries on display
at the exhibition. Several students and their families attended
the exhibition where they viewed the showcase of entries and
participated in activities such as launching a rocket.

Lego/STEM Club

The Lego and STEM lunch time clubs continued to attract
various children from Years 1-6 to the Science Room to
participate in activities such as building with Lego, designing
and creating from donated recyclable materials and using
technology equipment such as robots. Originally, Lego Club
was formed for junior primary students and STEM Club for
the middle-upper primary students. However, over the year the
two clubs merged and became one, as all ages demonstrated
interest in participating in both. The club was renamed Maker
Club.

In Term 2 we held a Lego Competition for children in Years 1-6,
the theme was Out of this World. The children who signed up to
participate had two lunch times to work with a partner and build
a creation using only Lego and their imaginations. In the Years
1-2 category, 41 children participated in the competition. 44
children participated in the Years 3-4 category and 32 children
participated in the Years 5-6 category. Completed entries were
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on display and a variety of students and teachers voted on their
favourite design. First place winners for each category received
a Lego kit prize.

2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

Information and Communication Technologies

In 2019 the school provided access to:

Physical Education

The primary focus of the Physical Education Program is to first
develop the student’s physical activity skills and then enhance
them in game situations. Also a key component for the older
students is to develop their game strategies. Every student
participates in one hour of Physical Education per week
combined with a daily fitness program which provides a
minimum of two hours per week physical activity for every
student at Bibra Lake Primary School.

Below is a very brief description of what happens in class PE
sessions

Year 1/2 Fundamental Movement Skills: balance, climbing,
forward roll, catch + throw, kick, hit, dribbling, run,
jump + hop, skip, gallop & dodge. Mini games of
cricket, handball, soccer, t-ball, footy, netball, hockey,
tennis, table tennis, volleyball & athletics training.

Year 3 - 6 Handball, cricket, modcrosse, t-ball, footy, soccer,
netball, hockey, tennis, table tennis, touch rugby,
volleyball, golf & athletics training.

Bibra Lake has several in-school sport’s event and activities
throughout the year. They include:

Bibra Lake Primary School is a member of the Cockburn District
Schools Sport Association and offers its students the
opportunity to represent their school in inter-school sports
competitions. They include the following:

Bibra Lake also is invited to compete in other inter-school
competitions.

They include:

Languages – Japanese

In 2019, all students from Year 1 through to Year 6 studied
Japanese, participating in weekly hour-long lessons.

Curriculum

As in previous years, the Year 1 beginner’s program covered
greetings, numbers, colours, body parts, family members and
pets. Students embraced the novelty of learning another
language with enthusiasm and participated positively in their
weekly lesson. Focusing on listening and speaking, students
quickly learnt to say a bank of new words and phrases through
chants, songs and games.

In Years 2 and 3, students consolidated the basics and moved
onto manners, animals, fruit and vegetables, daily activities,
and special events such as birthdays and holidays. They also
started to look at the Japanese alphabet called Hiragana and
practised the correct pronunciation of those phonics.

In Year 4, students continued to learn the 46 Hiragana
characters by remembering a mnemonic or associating a word
starting with the same sound and character. They gradually
made the progression to longer words, expressions and simple
sentences, enabling them to talk about their daily routines, likes
and dislikes, and opinions.

In Year 5, students consolidated their self-introduction,
numbers and animal zodiac. They also learnt to say and write
the twelve months of the year and the date of their birthday.
In second semester, students focused on viewing, reading and
responding, and practised reading short words on a range

• Continue Maker Club, hold and participate in STEM
challenges and competitions internal and external to
our school

• Maintain the aquarium and use it as a learning tool

• Celebrate National Science Week 2020

• Apply for grants to continue developing our
resources and areas to facilitate STEM integration

• Focus on development of students’ inquiry skills
during weekly science lessons

• Take up the offer from Lakeland Senior High School
to collaborate with their science teachers

• “Typing Tournament” to students

• Continued dev elopement of ICT skills through
professional development and teachers sharing ideas

• Upgrade of Interactive whiteboards in some
classrooms

• Upgrade of laptops, iPads, PC’s

• Developed a policy on Bring Your Own Device
(endorsed by the School Board)

• Factions Athletics Carnival

• Factions Cross Country Carnival

• Edu-Dance lessons for students in PP – year 4

• Dancing lessons for students in year 5 & 6

• Swimming lessons for year PP – year 6

• Jump Jam morning fitness Mondays – Wednesdays
Year 1 - 6

• Summer Sports Lightning Carnival – upper school
students have the choice of lacrosse, flag belt rugby,
basketball and cricket in term 1

• Winter Sports Lightning Carnival and practice
matches – upper school students have the choice of
Australian rules football, hockey, netball and soccer
in term 2

• Inter-school Cross Country Carnival – the fastest 6
students in years 3 -6 represent the school at
Manning Park in term 3.

• Inter-school Athletics Carnival – students compete
against the schools in Division A at Santich Park in
term 3.

• Lakeland SHS Touch Rugby Tournament – a popular
event in term 4
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of everyday topics including seasons and weather. They
compared what months each season is in Japan and Australia,
the weather and seasonal activities, and created their own
posters.

In Year 6, students revisited the animal zodiac, numbers and
months and learnt to say and write the dates from the 1st to
the 31st. They covered some simple questions and answers
about themselves and continued to practise their Hiragana
recognition and writing through levelled word lists. Like the Year
5s but with the emphasis on writing, students learnt a new
bank of vocabulary on the two topics of seasons and weather,
and used them to write short, simple sentences for a weather
forecast report.

Assessment and Reporting

2019 saw the implementation of the new WA Curriculum:
Languages Japanese for Year 4. As in 2018 for Year 3, student
achievement was reported under the two new strands of
“Communicating” and “Understanding”, while Year 1, 2, 5 and
6 continue as per the old Curriculum Framework. Students
in these years were reported on the outcome “Listening,
Responding and Speaking” in Semester 1 and the Year 5 and
6 on “Viewing, Reading and Responding” in Semester 2. In
addition, Year 6 students were also assessed and reported on
the “Writing” outcome.

Special Cultural Activities

Origami Club was again held every Wednesday lunch time from
the beginning of Term 2 and continued throughout Term 3 and
4. Students attended enthusiastically each week and made a
wide variety of interesting creations. The weekly sessions were
always well-attended and proved especially popular with the
Year 1 students in Term 4.

On Wednesday 4th December, the Year 6 students celebrated
the end of their primary school Japanese language journey
with a Japanese Lunch in the Japanese classroom. This has
been a long tradition at the school and is yet another fabulous
end-of-year activity which make up the Year 6 students’
graduation celebration. At the lunch, students enjoyed pieces of
rolled sushi for Entrée, a Donburi (rice bowl) of Teriyaki Chicken,
Beef or Fish for Main, and an ice-cream for Dessert.

Prior to the lunch, students designed and decorated their own
“hachimaki” headbands to wear at the lunch to symbolise their
unity as a group. The headbands also served as a memento
for the students to keep. It was a little sad saying “Sayoonara”
to the students for one final time that afternoon but everyone
enjoyed themselves and there were plenty of laughs, chatter
and satisfied bellies.

Music

Overview

Another great year for Bibra Lake Primary School’s vibrant
music program. Students are immersed in a world of musical
arts in which they are encouraged to develop skills, take risks,
create, and perform publicly. The school’s music program has
as its strongest emphasis the development of children’s
instrumental playing skills and group music making. Children
learn the physical skills of playing on a wide range of
instruments to produce musical patterns at a range of levels
of complexity and on an exciting range of tuned and untuned
instruments. Children develop their ability to work cooperatively
with others – from partners, to small groups, right up to a
whole class band level – to produce musical performances that
can entertain the school and its parents and community at
assemblies and other events in the school calendar.

Budget

Each year a proportion of the Music Cost Centre budget serves
on-going consumables and repairs: items such as guitar and
ukulele strings, drumsticks, xylophone mallets, guitar and
microphone leads, instrument and electronic repairs. In 2019
in particular, repairs were made to two large and good quality
wooden xylophones which had been moth-balled in storage
due to damage in the past. They have proven very popular
with students due to their size and lovely wooden tone. The
remainder of the annual budget was spent on new equipment
purchases with a focus on meeting students’ needs and
interests (student motivation to get ‘hands-on’ and get learning
is primary.) In response to the growing level of guitar playing
skills amongst our students, in 2019 we purchased our first
acoustic/electric guitar (a Cort AF520) and, to compliment it, a
Roland Street Cube amplifier. These have proven very popular
with the higher skill level students due to the ‘playability’ of
the guitar and sound variety available from the amp. Another
major purchase for the year was the Hartke HD50 bass guitar
amplifier. The music room had two existing bass guitars but
only the one amplifier, so this purchase has doubled our
learning capacity! The purchase of two sets of Tuned Hand
Bells has proven so popular that the purchase of a further set
in 2020 will likely occur. They add a beautifully ethereal timbre
to the sound mix in the school’s music room, and demand
that children work cleverly and cooperatively to produce melody
parts.

IMSS

Following the student selection process toward the end of last
year, this year’s IMSS (Instrumental Music School Services)
groups are up and running. Year sixes are following through
from last year and a new cohort of approximately fifteen of our
Year 5’s have now commenced their lessons in Clarinet, Brass,
Classical Guitar, and Percussion. In an unfortunate outcome
however, the school has lost its Year 5 beginner Flute program
due to low demand numbers. It is hoped the flute program will
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be reinstated in the future as increasing student numbers move
up from the junior into the middle school.

Choir

Thursday afternoon choir sessions continued to be very popular
throughout 2019. There was a large influx of new members
from the Year 3 groups at the beginning of the year, and in fact
quite a number of new members from across the other year
groups. Good to note that boys have once again contributed
significantly to our numbers this year. The choir continue to
work hard at their harmony part singing, which is a stand-out
part of their sound. The choir performed during the year at
school events – assemblies and the Anzac Day ceremony. The
annual Lakelands High School Music Spectacular concert night
had a lay year for 2019. And unfortunately our annual excursion
to the Lakeside Retirement Village coincided with term four’s
extreme heat period and had to be cancelled.

Highlights

Highlights during 2019 included the two music room ‘showcase
assemblies’, which allow every student in the school to
participate in live performance in large ensembles, and allow
students with special instrument skills from home or the IMSS
program to show their skills. And the music room featured
in a number of other class assemblies during the year such
as Ms Lofthouse’s Year 1/2’s delivering a whole class band
performance of ‘Autumn Skies’, Mrs Bass’s Year 1’s band
performance of ‘Grumpy Old Troll’, and Mrs Young’s Year 4/5’s
band performance of ‘Play That Song’.

It promises to be another exciting year ahead for the Bibra Lake
Primary School music program.

~~ Fenella on the new Cort guitar and Sienna on Mr Keady’s
guitar,

both plugged into the new Roland Cube Amp ~~

~~ Oliver demonstrates the new Hartke bass amplifier (helped
by Jacob on the drumkit) ~~

~~ Jasmine and Danika working together on the new tuned
hand bells ~~
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~~ Kiara and Satori working on the newly repaired large
xylophones ~~

NAPLAN YEARS 3 AND 5 2019

2019 Extension Programs

English Writing Extension

Over the course of 2019 English Writing Extension Courses
were offered to students displaying enthusiasm and skill in
writing. The focus of this unit of work was not only to extend
their knowledge and skills beyond the Australian Curriculum but
to maintain their appreciation and love of writing. The programs
of work were offered to year 3-6 students whom were
nominated by classroom teachers and analysis of NAPLAN
scores. Some of the student’s narratives were published in the
school newsletter for the whole community to enjoy.

Unit Overview: Students created literary texts (narratives) and
developed sophisticated storylines, characters and settings.
Discussions about how authors make stories exciting, moving
and absorbing and hold the reader’s attention were addressed.

The Literature Centre’s Talented Young Writer’s
Workshops

Year 6 students as part of their writing extension participated
in the Talented Young Writer’s Workshops at the Fremantle
Literature Centre. These workshops encompassed 4 sessions
over the year where they had the opportunity to work with
and learn from the following published Australian authors of
children’s novels.

There will be 10 places offered to Bibra Lake students for this
popular program in 2020.

Mathematics Extension Program

Over the course of 2019 – Mathematics Extension Courses
were offered to students displaying enthusiasm and skill for
mathematics. The focus of these units of work was to not
only extend their knowledge and skills in maths beyond the
Australian Curriculum but to maintain their curiosity and love
of mathematics. The programs of work were offered to year
3-6 and students were nominated by classroom teachers and
analysis of NAPLAN results.

In 2019 the focus was on problem solving when there is often
more than one step involved to finding a solution. Problems
were given to the students to solve both individually and in
groups. In all 10 strategies were ‘discovered’ that could be
applied to solve mathematical problems. Some of these
included;

Students who were selected were also expected to participate
in the Australian Mathematics Competition and PAT-R
Mathematics Testing as a way of measuring their achievements
and progress across the year.

• The role of the author is to keep the reader’s interest
and attention and not to confuse the reader

• Strategies for successful writing included an exciting
or interesting beginning sentence (a sizzling start),
having a plan for success and the need to research
for new ideas and vocabulary.

• Mark Greenwood

• Deb Fitzpatrick

• Dianne Wolfer

• Meg McKinlay

• Working systematically

• Identifying the facts

• Looking for a pattern

• Writing a number sentence (pre-algebra) and,

• Accounting for all possibilities
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AMC 2018

12.5 % gained a Participation Certificate
25% gained a Proficiency Certificate
37.5 % gained a Credit Certificate
25% gained a Distinction Certificate

AMC 2019

3% gained a Participation Certificate
56% gained a Proficiency Certificate
30% gained a Credit
10% gained a Distinction Certificate

2019 Support Programs

MiniLit

Based on the successful implementation of MiniLit in 2018 the
program was chosen again to meet the needs of low progress
students in 2019. MiniLit is an evidence based, explicit model
for teaching reading skills to at risk students in Yr 1-2. It is a
small group intervention program with no more than 4 students
per group cited as the most effective model.

A range of data was used to identify 17 low progress readers in
Yrs 1-2. This included classroom teacher advice, whole school
tracking data and most recent student reports.

Identified students were tested using the Wheldall Assessment
of Reading Lists (WARL) to target those who fell in the critically
low band. These students were then organised into
instructional groups based on the results of the MiniLit
Placement Test.

Budget/timetabling/staffing constraints meant that there were
more needy students than available positions in the program.

The lowest scoring 12 students entered the program in Week 9
Term 2 2019. They received instruction for one hour per day for
four days per week for the remainder of the school year.

MacLit

The success of the 2018 MiniLit program led to a decision to
extend the school’s support program to include intervention
for low progress students in Years 3 and above. MacLit is an
explicit and systematic reading intervention program for small
groups of low progress readers in Yrs 3 and above. It consists
of a comprehensive sequence of lessons that includes all key
components necessary for effective reading instruction:
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and
comprehension.

A range of data was used to identify 35 low progress readers in
Yrs 3-6. This included classroom teacher advice, whole school
tracking data, most recent NAPLAN results and most recent
student reports. This outnumbered the time/staffing allocations
available for the program so the decision was made to target
only those students in Yrs 3-5.

These 29 students were tested using the Wheldall Assessment
of Reading Passages (WARP) to target those who fell in the
critically low band. 16 students fell into the critically low band
however there were only 12 places available in the program.

The lowest scoring 12 students entered the program in Week 9
Term 2 2019. They received instruction for one hour per day for
four days per week for the remainder of the school year.

OUTCOMES

Regular monitoring of student progress was conducted using
the WARP or WARL tests, the MacLit Sight Word Tests and
running records using a variety of grade appropriate texts. The
progress data clearly demonstrated significant progress made
by all students who participated in the program. Improvement
was evident in decoding skills for reading and spelling and
for sight word recognition. All students showed significant
progress in the ability to read increasingly difficult texts with
attention to decoding, fluency and comprehension.

Student services
Bibra lake has a range of programmes in place under the
student services banner.

The aim of these programmes is to ensure that student
academic performance is maximised and that student, staff and
parent health and well-being needs are met. During 2019 Bibra
Lake Primary students, staff and families were supported in
their academic endeavours and health and well-being through
the following programs.

Chaplaincy

The chaplaincy programme was interrupted by a change of
personnel. Tanya, our Chaplain finished at the end of Term 1,
at which time all programmes were ceased except for breakfast
club which was run by school staff. During Term 2 we we did
not have a Chaplain. A new Chaplain, Natalie started in Term 3
and commenced working 2 days a week supporting health and
wellbeing for the remainder of the year. She ran the following
programmes:

In addition to these activities initially Tanya and then Natalie saw
and supported many individual students, staff members and
families.

Highway Heroes

Highway Heroes is a social emotional education programme
which Bibra Lake Primary selected in 2018.

During 2019 all teaching staff implemented the Highway Heroes
programme in class. Highway Heroes provides a common
language to talk about feelings and emotions. The presentation
of specific lessons will continue in 2020 for the junior primary

• Breakfast club for a small but consistent number of
students,

• Noodle club to support pro social behaviour,

• Friendship club for the senior girls to address
friendship issues,

• EdConnect which provides mentors to individual
students. Through this programme we had a small
number of dedicated mentors who attended once a
week to work with individual students.

• Emergency lunches to ensure that all students have
access to a nutritious lunch.

10



and the middle and upper primary will take a more ad hoc
approach selecting specific lessons or topics depending on
social and emotional needs.

Learning Support

In 2019 Bibra Lake was able to continue the three tier response
to Intervention model. There are a number of staff members,
in addition to classroom and administration staff, who support
students in their academic journey. This includes Bibra Lake’s
education assistants, visiting teachers from SSEN (School of
Special Educational Needs), therapists connected to NDIS
(National Disability Insurance Scheme), external providers and
the School Psychologist. The school ran a number of
programmes for the whole student population which allowed
the students to be part of a whole school programme which
targeted individual levels of need. The Maths Plus text and the
Diana Rigg spelling programme were examples of this.

The School Psychologist was involved in Student at Educational
Risk Meeting held with the parents and other professionals of
many tier two and three students. These students are often
complex cases and we track the student’s response to
intervention and work closely with other professionals to
provide the best possible programme for the individual student.

In 2019 the school used NAPLAN, whole school and classroom
data to identify students requiring intervention and additional
support in the classroom. Classroom teachers, often in
consultation with other professionals and sometimes with the
help of education assistants, ran small group and individual
programmes in class both to extend children and to provide
remediation. These programmes were documented through
Individual Education and Individual Behaviour Plans which are
shared with the students’ parents.

In addition, in 2019 Bibra Lake was able to extend our tier two
intervention programmes with the addition of MacqLit for those
student at risk in Literacy in the upper primary who had not
responded to in-class intervention. These programmes were
successful in addressing the needs of our weakest children with
some of the students able to develop sufficient skills to continue
to make progress with in-class support.

During 2019 many resources were purchased to support the
learning of all students and especially those needing additional
support. These included the purchase of the MacqLit
programme and consumables as well as decodable readers for
use in the early childhood and for use by middle and upper
primary students participating in support programmes.

2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

Jump Jam
This year we introduced the fun and engaging Jump Jam
program into our school. Jump Jam is a dance and fitness
fusion that promotes health and wellness within our school
community. Routines are physically active and help children
improve their fitness, coordination and confidence. We were
lucky to have the creators of Jump Jam, Brett and Linda
Fairweather, visit our school and hold a session for children in
Years 1-6.

A team of Year 5 and 6 students volunteered to make the
2019 Jump Jam team. This was an excellent opportunity for
them to practise their leadership skills. They took on their role
enthusiastically and became great role models for their peers
and younger students. The team practised two mornings a
week before school to learn the routines. On the other three
mornings, the team led Years 1-6 children in whole school
morning fitness, which included dancing to two songs.

Jump Jam was well received by our school community with
mostly positive feedback from parents, children and community
members. Some parents commented that their children were
motivated to get to school on time to participate in Jump Jam.
Most children commented that they enjoyed starting their day
with movement and fun. Teachers noted that children came to
class energised after Jump Jam and ready to focus on a day of
learning.

Lunchtime Play Activities
The popular lunchtime play activities continued in 2019. The
children in Years 1 to 6 had the opportunity to be involved in
directed drawing, knitting, Lego, and board games. Students in
PP to Year 6 also were rostered to attend the City of Cockburn
Walliiabup Skate Park with the Principal during lunchtimes. The
skate park is located adjacent to the school was purpose built

• We work with EdConnect to increase the number of
mentors working in the school.

• Bibra Lake staff are encouraged to provide a greater
variety of lunchtime clubs as alternatives to
playground activities during lunchtime.

• That the second tier intervention programmes are
continued and extended. Of particular importance is
the MiniLit program as it provides early intervention to
students experiencing difficulty in literacy learning.
Ideally this program would be extended so that more
places could be offered to identified students. In

addition, to better cater for students at risk in Literacy
in the middle and upper primary to purchase, train
staff and implement the MacqLit programme.

• The extension program is continued in both writing
and maths and that this includes extension for lower
and middle primary students where appropriate.

• That the number of students involved in the Talented
Young Writers programme at the Fremantle
Children’s Literature Centre be increased
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in 2018. Parents provided permission for the children to bring
their skateboards, scooters and bikes. Some children chose
to attend and play on the playground equipment or basketball
courts.

Curtin University Volunteering Program
Bibra Lake Primary School will be partnering with the Curtin
University Volunteer program for the third year in 2020.

It has been a successful partnership between the school,
University and the volunteers.

The students who are involved in the Curtin Volunteering
program can be studying any degree at Curtin University. We
have been fortunate to have a range of volunteers with studies
in Teaching, Psychology, Social Work, Engineering,
Accounting, Law, Human Resources, Biology, Economics and
Science.

The volunteers have an induction session with the school
coordinator, Annette Zacher prior to commencing and must
have a Working with Children Card to begin the program.

The program runs for approximately 11 weeks each semester
and the Volunteers spend 90 minutes on Wednesdays in the
classrooms from recess until lunch. Each semester we have a
new group of Volunteers.

Staff volunteer to be a part of this program and in semester
one, 202 we hope to have approximately 8 Curtin Volunteers
working in the school.

The volunteers work in small groups with students or help
in the class with activities like Reading, Maths, Technology,
Spelling or whatever the class teacher decides is helpful for the
students.

The Volunteers have consistently expressed the joy and value
they receive from being part of such a wonderful program and
both the students and teachers concur.

Annette Zacher
Year 3 Teacher
Curtin Volunteer Coordinator

12



Attendance

13



Financial Summary

14


	Introduction
	Moral Purpose
	Bibra Lake Primary School at a Glance in 2019
	Bibra Lake Primary School in Focus
	a) Excellence in Teaching:
	b) Leadership
	c) Community and Parent Engagement

	Governance
	Bibra Lake Primary School Board
	Bibra Lake Primary School P&C

	Self-Reflection from Learning Areas
	English
	Assessment and Data Collection
	PLD Literacy Strategy
	Decodable readers for the Junior Primary Years/Novels for the Older Years
	Whole School Handwriting
	Seven Steps to Writing
	Whole School Events
	2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

	Mathematics
	2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

	Science
	Years 1-6 Science Lessons
	National Science Week
	Lego/STEM Club
	2020 RECOMMENDATIONS

	Information and Communication Technologies
	Physical Education
	Languages – Japanese
	Curriculum
	Assessment and Reporting
	Special Cultural Activities

	Music
	Overview
	Budget
	IMSS
	Choir
	Highlights

	NAPLAN YEARS 3 AND 5 2019

	2019 Extension Programs
	English Writing Extension
	The Literature Centre’s Talented Young Writer’s Workshops

	Mathematics Extension Program
	AMC 2018
	AMC 2019


	2019 Support Programs
	MiniLit
	MacLit
	OUTCOMES


	Student services
	Chaplaincy
	Highway Heroes
	Learning Support
	2020 RECOMMENDATIONS


	Jump Jam
	Lunchtime Play Activities
	Curtin University Volunteering Program
	Attendance
	Financial Summary

